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1883 Excerpt: ...the jury. This morning I
feel humble, and I promise the court, if it
will grant me a new trial, that I will try to
bring myself down to the comprehension of
the court and jury. The Judge. Motion
overruled, and a fine of five dollars
imposed upon Mr. Brown for contempt of
court. For what? For insinuating that the
court dont know Latin and Greek from
turkey tracks. I shall not appeal from that
decision; your honor has comprehended me
this time. Laughed out of Court At Erie,
Pennsylvania, the editor of a German
humorous paper was sued for libel. On the
opening of the trial the defense was
astounded by the district attorney claiming
an ancient right to stand aside any juror
called until the box was filled with men
acceptable to the commonwealth, the
standing aside being independent of the
peremptory challenges, and allowable to
the extent of standing aside the entire
panel, practically enabling the
commonwealth to get a jury of its own
selection. As the affair was between
Germans and the Young Mens Christian
Association, the former were fearful that
they would all be made stand aside and
kept off the jury. On the second morning
after the judge had ruled in favor of the
stand aside claim, Weiss, the defendant,
convulsed everybody by coming into court
with an armful of ancient legal literature,
obtained by ransacking every law library in
the city, and asserting a right, under the
ruling of the court, to establish his
innocence by ordeal, or trial by combat. He
contended that if unrepealed ancient
procedure is good law his claim to demand
the wagere of battel was as just and
equitable as the stand aside privilege.
Shrieks of laughter followed the sad-faced
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