The Meetings of Extremes in Contemporary Philosophy Volume 4

The Meetings of Extremes in Contemporary Philosophy Volume 4
This historic book may have numerous
typos and missing text. Purchasers can
download a free scanned copy of the
original book (without typos) from the
publisher. Not indexed. Not illustrated.
1921 Excerpt: ... roughly the truth is that
Professor Gentile has recognised the unity
without the universe, and Professor
Alexander the universe without the unity.
(a) In order to determine the real attitude of
neo-idealist and of neo-realist to the unity
of the universe, let us consider their
respective modes of dealing with the
problem of transcendence. If the reality of
things is embodied in an actual succession
of events, how is the connection between
the members of this succession and one
another, and also between each of them and
the whole of finite experience, exhibited
and maintained? How is a past event
accessible from the standpoint of present
experience? And, if the series by itself
constitutes the whole and sole reality, and
passes beyond present experience, how is
any identity of characteristics guaranteed to
the universe as a whole? In face of such
questions as these, there is no doubt what
the neo-idealist would answer. Of all things
he most decidedly rejects the transcendent.
Nothing pre-existent, nothing transcendent,
is his watchword. Nothing enters into his
real world which is not created, produced
in vital coherence with all else, by the pure
act of thinking. So far, one might say, the
whole system is founded on the vital
oneness of the thinking spirit, which is the
whole and the universe., And the thinking
spirit is explicitly declared not to mean the
finite subject of thought. The theory is not
a subjective idealism. To identify thought
and reality would be absurd, if thought
were the thinking of the empirical ego. The
thought, whose thinking is reality,
self-creating reality, is the thought which
lives in the we, the group life, the social
unity of fact and will. Metaphysic, the
study of reality, is for them the Metafisica
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