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The addresses contained in this volume were delivered by me at the Dore Gallery, Bond
Street, London, on the Sundays of the first three months of the present year, and are now
published at the kind request of many of my hearers, hence their title of The Dore Lectures. A
number of separate discourses on a variety of subjects necessarily labours under the
disadvantage of want of continuity, and also under that of a liability to the frequent repetition
of similar ideas and expressions, and the reader will, I trust, pardon these defects as inherent in
the circumstances of the work. At the same time it will be found that, although not specially so
designed, there is a certain progressive development of thought through the dozen lectures
which compose this volume, the reason for which is that they all aim at expressing the same
fundamental idea, namely that, though the laws of the universe can never be broken, they can
be made to work under special conditions which will produce results that could not be
produced under the conditions spontaneously provided by nature.
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