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Excerpt: ... LECTURE LXVII. Of the
history of Great Britain, from the
commencement of the reign of Anne in the
year 1702 to that of George I. in the year
1714. WILLIAM had, j ust six months
before his death, attained a great object of
his policy, in forming the second grand
alliance between Great Britain, the empire,
and the Dutch states. The public mind had
been brought to a persuasion, that the
dearest interests of the country required a
strenuous and persevering opposition to the
ambition of France; and the Tories, not less
than the Whigs, were compelled to seek
popularity by manifesting a disposition to
give effect to the prevailing anxiety for
war. The  death of James II, which
occurred on the da y War with France
Scotish Union. Treaty of Utrecht 1702
1707 1713  Somervilles Hist. of Polit.
Trans. p. 677 &c. preceding that, on which
the treaty was concluded, furnished a new
and powerful excitement to the national
ardour, by giving occasion to the court of
France to acknowledge his son as the king
of England. All who were anxious for a
protestant succession, were by this measure
rendered devoted enemies of France, and
even many, who were secretly attached to
the exiled family, were alienated from their
cause, when the son of James had accepted
the patronage of the formidable enemy of
their country. The succession of the family
of Hanover became accordingly from this
time the object of every party. The Tories
were so deeply engaged in this rivalry of
attachment to the Hanoverian interest, that
when, in the succeeding reign, some of
their leading men were disposed to favour
the inclination of the queen for the
succession of her brother, they were forced
to pursue their object by means so
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clandestine and inconsistent, as frustrated
their purpose, and brought ruin upo...
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