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1838 edition. Excerpt: ... in. SOLUTION
OF THE COSMOLOGICAL IDEAS OF
THE TOTALITY OF THE DEDUTION
OF THE EVENTS OF THE WORLD
FROM THEIR CAUSES. We can only
imagine two kinds of causality in respect of
that which happens, either according to
nature, or from liberty. The first is the
connexion of a state with a preceding one
in the sensible world, whereupon such state
succeeds according to a rule. Now as the
causality of phenomena rests upon
conditions of time, and the previous state,
if it had always been, would still have
produced no effect, which first of all arises
in time, causality of the cause of that which
happens or commences, has thus also
commenced, and again requires itself,
according to the principles of the
understanding, a cause. On the contrary, I
understand by liberty, in the cosmological
sense, the faculty of beginning of oneself a
state, the causality whereof, therefore, does
not stand according to the laws of nature,
again under another cause, which
determines it according to time. Liberty is
in this meaning a transcendental idea,
which, firstly, contains nothing borrowed
from experience, and the object of which,
secondly, can be given determined in no
experience, since it is a general law, even
of the possibility of all experience, that
everything which happens must have a
cause: consequently also the causality of
the cause, which itself has happened or
arisen, again must have a cause: whereby
then the whole field of experience,
however far it may extend, is changed into
a complex of mere nature. But, as in such a
way no absolute totality of the conditions
in causal relationship is hence to be
obtained, reason thus creates for itself the
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idea of a spontaneity, that might begin to
act from itself, without that another cause
need be premised, to...
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