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After the fortunes we have run together, it
is not furely unworthy of belief, that I
(hould rather have defired, than avoided to
partake the clofing fcene: uniting with a
due fenfe of perfonnl attachments, the
prefervation of my military fortune, and a
retreat from the diflrni Slions of my
country. The defence of your honour and
iny own, at one time, and rcfiflance to an
aflront which my nature could not bear, at
another, alone detained me here. In regard
to my political tranfactions, I have ftated
them, and I wifli them to be confidered by
my friends apart from my miltary conduft.
I bear very high refpeft to fome eminent
and ill-treated charaiers in our profeffion,
who in deference to the tranquility of
government, have filently refigned the
ftations which they could no longer hold
with fecurity to their honour, or benefit to
the flate. But the option is not left to thofe,
who having a voice in Parliament are
obliged to acl as citizens as well as
foldiers. The number of officers altogether
of the army and navy, who with known
love to their country and profeffional fpirit
equally confpicuous, have voluntarily
wthdrawn themfelves from employment
within thefe two years, exceeds all
precedent. I do not place my name in the
lift with the fame pretenfions; but it is not
arrogant to emulate where we cannot
compare ;and I am defirous of following
the high examples before me in no point
morethan in that of avoiding to difturb the
zeal of thofe who are now employed. The
officers who have held it their duty to take
part in oppofition, have afled openly and
direftly in their place in Parliament; but
they may The part of my trrntment vliich I
call an affront upon this and other
occafions, is tlie refufal of ny fervice in
this country, even at the head of my own
regiment, or as a volunteer, in the tiipe of
exigency, and when other officers precif
Jyin my own Jituatlcn.we(Typographical
errors above are due to OCR software and
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dont occur in the book.)
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